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45 DAYS

t’s been 45 days since the first case of 
COVID-19 was reported in Kansas. In that 
time, necessary actions have been taken to 
keep all Kansans safe. 

From closing school buildings for the 
remainder of the school year to limitations 
on social gatherings to a statewide stay-at-
home order, Kansas has made significant 
progress in flattening the curve. But, our 
work is not over.

I understand the frustration of continuing to 
stay at home, and the anxiety that comes 
from not knowing when you’ll be able to earn 
your regular paycheck, again. But, we 
cannot forget that success with flattening the 
curve will look like these precautionary 
measures were simply a waste of time. 

Re-opening that state needs to be strategic 
and phased in over time. 

Governor Kelly has said the goal is to begin 
phase one on May 3. She is working closely 
with a team of experts to put together a plan 
for re-opening the state, including 
establishing social distancing guidelines. 

Dr. Norman has reported that these 

guidelines will likely remain in place until a 
vaccine is available to everyone. A vaccine 
is still 12 to 18 months away.

In the meantime, please be patient, stay 
home, and stay safe.

REVENUE ADJUSTMENTS

Governor Kelly has urged legislators to 
exercise caution with the budget since she 
took office last year. She noted that an 
economic downturn was not a matter of if, 
but a matter of when. The “when” is now.

On Monday, April 20, the Consensus 
Revenue Estimating Group released the 
adjustments for revenue for Fiscal Year 2020 
and 2021 with a $1.2 billion reduction. This 
reduction means that by the end of Fiscal 
Year 2021 – or June 30, 2021 – the state will 
have a deficit of $653.5 million. This is a 
direct result of the global pandemic.

Fortunately, fiscal responsibility has 
somewhat prevailed in the Legislature over 
the past few years and Kansas has been on 
a path to recovery. This newly gained 



stability makes the state better suited to 
overcome this blow to our economy. If the 
Legislature had successfully passed the 
irresponsible tax breaks for giant 
multinational corporations last year, this 
situation would be much grimmer. 

Once again, I applaud Governor Kelly for her 
leadership during this unprecedented time. 
Prior to this announcement, she had already 
instructed state agencies to freeze the hiring 
of positions that are unrelated to the COVID-
19 response and to begin identifying cost-
saving steps. She indicated in a statement 
following the release of the numbers that 
she will be working with her budget director 
in the coming days to identify other options 
for managing the state’s cash flow.

GOVERNOR EXTENDS STATEWIDE 
STAY-AT-HOME ORDER

Last week, Governor Kelly announced an 
extension to the statewide stay-at-home 
order to 11:59 p.m. on May 3, 2020. 

Executive Order 20-24 remains the same as 
20-16 with the exception of the date. 

Essential employees can go to work; 
individuals can go to grocery stores or to 
pick up food from curbside or take out 
options; individuals will be allowed to pick up 
medicine, receive healthcare services, or to 
care for elderly, dependent adults, etc.; and 
people can still go outside. (Guidance on 
essential activities and essential functions 
can be found here.)

If you do go out, please continue to adhere 
to the 10-person limitation and the 6-feet 
distancing requirements. When playing 
outdoors, do not use playground equipment. 
Be aware of what you do touch while you’re 
out. Use hand sanitizer or wash your hands, 
and be sure to not touch your face.

Frequently asked questions regarding the 
statewide stay at home order can be found 
here. 

FILING FOR UNEMPLOYMENT: UPDATE

The Kansas Department of Labor 
has implemented a new system for 
filing for unemployment with the 
hope of reducing the strain on the 
system. If you are filing an 
application for unemployment 
insurance, the day you should file is 
based on the first letter of your last 
name. The schedule is outlined in 
the graphic to the right.

Whether your last name determines 
you file on Sunday or on Monday, 
you will be paid at the same time. 

The best way to file for unemployment is by going to www.GetKansasBenefits.gov. For best 
results, use Google Chrome or Microsoft Internet Explorer. 

You can find COVID-19 resources specific to the Kansas Department of Labor on their 
website here.

https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/132/Executive-Order-20-24-Statewide-Stay-Home-Order-PDF---4-16-20
https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/873/Essential-Activities-and-Essential-Functions-PDF---4-15-20
https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/873/Essential-Activities-and-Essential-Functions-PDF---4-15-20
https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/873/Essential-Activities-and-Essential-Functions-PDF---4-15-20
https://www.dol.ks.gov/covid19response
https://www.dol.ks.gov/covid19response
https://www.getkansasbenefits.gov/BenefitsStartMenu.aspx
https://governor.kansas.gov/kansas-essential-functions-faq/?
https://governor.kansas.gov/kansas-essential-functions-faq/?
https://governor.kansas.gov/kansas-essential-functions-faq/?


COVID-19 RESOURCES

Below are links to resources you may need in the coming days, weeks, or months: 

 Updates on the status of COVID-19 in Kansas can be found at coronavirus.kdheks.gov
 File for unemployment benefits online at www.GetKansasBenefits.gov
 Learn more about the resources available for businesses from the Kansas Department 

of Commerce at www.kansascommerce.gov/covid-19-response/
 To apply for the Hospitality Industry Relief Emergency (HIRE) Fund, visit 

www.kansascommerce.gov/HIREfund

IMPORTANT STATE PHONE NUMBERS

Here is a list of numbers I often receive requests for during the Legislative Session. I hope 
you will find this information helpful.

Attorney General
(888) 428-8436

Child Abuse Hotline 
(800) 922-5330

Consumer Protection
(800) 432-2310

Crime Tip Hotline 
(800) 572-7463

Crime Victim Referral 
(800) 828-9745

Department on Aging
(800) 432-3535

Driver’s License Bureau 
(785) 296-3963

Fraud Hotline
(800) 432-3919

KPERS 
(888) 275-5737

Governor’s Office 
(877) 579-6757

Highway Conditions
(800) 585-7623

Housing Hotline 
(800) 752-4422

KanCare Consumer 
Assistance
(866) 305-5147

Kansas Jobs
(785) 235-5627
Kansas Lottery
(785) 296-5700

Kansas State Library
(800) 432-3924

Legislative Hotline
(800) 432-3924

School Safety Hotline 
(877) 626-8203
Social Security
(800) 772-1213

DCF
(785) 296-1491

Suicide Prevention Hotline
(800) 273-8255

Tax Refund Status Info 
(800) 894-0318

Taxpayer Assistance 
(785) 368-8222

Unclaimed Property 
(800) 432-0386

Vital Statistics 
(Birth Certificates)
(785) 296-1400

Victims of Human Trafficking
(888) 373-7888

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I am honored to serve you.

Thank you and Be Safe.

Senator Oletha Faust Goudeau

http://www.kansascommerce.gov/HIREfund
http://www.kansascommerce.gov/covid-19-response/
https://www.getkansasbenefits.gov/BenefitsStartMenu.aspx
http://www.kdheks.gov/coronavirus/

